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MEMORY TEXTS

Ten Commandments

1. You shall have no other gods.

2. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.

3. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

4. Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life
on the earth.

5. You shall not murder.

6. You shall not commit adultery.

7. You shall not steal.

8. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

9. You shall not covet your neighbor's house.

10. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, workers, animals, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE

I. Opening Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

I1. Scripture

S.1. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together,
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. (Ephesians 2:19-21)

S.2. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every
good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

S.3. “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is
they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.” (John
5:39,40)

III. Law and Gospel
S.1. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17)

S.2. Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat
down and taught them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in
the act of adultery. Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you
say?”" This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus
bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. And as they continued to ask him, he stood
up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at



her.”” And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. But when they heard it, they went
away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman
standing before him. Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you, go,
and from now on sin no more.” (John 8:2-11)

IV. The Summary of the Law

S.1. But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered

together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the
great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:24-40)

V. Discussion Questions
Q.1. Evaluate: God wrote the Bible.

Q.2. Evaluate: The Bible was produced through the minds of holy men.

Q.3. Give an example of the law used as a curb (restraining sin by threats of punishment), as a
mirror (showing us our sin), and as a guide (showing Christians how to live in Christ).

Q.4. Gospel means “good news.” How would you describe the gospel to a friend in a few words?

VI. Closing Prayer

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously
kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

VII. Memory Work
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your

mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39)

The Ten Commandments are the law

Which Israel heard in holy awe.

In smoke and fire from Sinai

The voice of God shook the sky.

Have mercy, Lord! (Hymn 285, verse 1, The Ten Commandments Are the Law)
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LESSON 2: THE FIRST COMMANDMENT

I. Opening Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

I1. The First Commandment

You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean?

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

C.1. “What does it mean to have a god? Or, what is God? Answer: A god means that from which
we are to expect all good and in which we are to take refuge in all distress... Now, I say that
whatever you set your heart on and put your trust in is truly your god.” (Concordia: The
Lutheran Confessions, Large Catechism, p. 359, par. 1-3)

S.1. Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, *“ ‘You shall worship the Lord
your God and him only shall you serve.’” (Matthew 4:10)

S.2. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to

rest on him,; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17)

S.3. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:8-10)

S.4. By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his
heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or

talk but in deed and in truth. (1 John 3:16-18)



I11. Biblical Illustrations of this Commandment

S.1. When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before
us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him.” So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the
rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. And he received the gold from
their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he
built an altar before it. And Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to
the Lorp.”” And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace
offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.

And the Lorp said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land
of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that [
commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!’” And the Lorp said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked
people. Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and [ may
consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.”

But Moses implored the Lorp his God and said, “O Lorp, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with
a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill
them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning
anger and relent from this disaster against your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that [ have promised I will give to your
offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.”” And the Lorp relented from the disaster that he had
spoken of bringing on his people.

Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in
his hand, tablets that were written on both sides, on the front and on the back they were written.
The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the
tablets. When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is
a noise of war in the camp.” But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the
sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” And as soon as he came near the
camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of
his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. He took the calf that they had made and
burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of
Israel drink it.

And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought such a great
sin upon them?” And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people,
that they are set on evil. For they said to me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of
him.’ So I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I threw it
into the fire, and out came this calf.”

Instruction in the Christian Faith: Lessons on the Catechism, Page 7



And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them break loose, to
the derision of their enemies), then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Who is on the
Lorp's side? Come to me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered around him. And he said to them,
“Thus says the Lorp God of Israel, ‘Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro
from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill his brother and his companion and
his neighbor.”” And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day about
three thousand men of the people fell. And Moses said, “Today you have been ordained for the
service of the Lorp, each one at the cost of his son and of his brother, so that he might bestow a
blessing upon you this day.”

The next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to
the Lorp; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” So Moses returned to the Lorp and said,
“Alas, this people has sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. But now,
if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written.”
But the Lorp said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book. But now
go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go
before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, [ will visit their sin upon them.”

Then the Lorp sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron
made.

S.2. “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,
who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and
licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich
man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in
anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things, but now he is comforted here, and you
are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order
that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to
us.’And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house—for I have five
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ But
Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father
Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, ‘If they
do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from

the dead.’” (Luke 16:19-31)

S.3. Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with
me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to
them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist
in the abundance of his possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich
man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store
my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years, relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night



your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one
who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:13-21)

IV. Discussion Questions
Q.1. Evaluate: every sin is a sin against the First Commandment.

Q.2. What are some common idols we are tempted to set up in our lives?

Q.3. Why is worry unnecessary and foolish if we take this commandment and God’s promises to
heart?

Q.4. How do we break this commandment with respect to our trust in God’s provision of our
daily bread?

Q.5. How do we break this commandment with respect to God’s provision of our eternal
salvation (through Christ’s all-sufficient sacrifice on the cross)?

V. Closing Prayer

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously
kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

VI. Memory Work

You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean?

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

I am your Lord and God alone!

No other god but me enthrone!

Put your whole confidence in Me;

Give me your heart totally.”

Have mercy, Lord! (Hymn 285, verse 2, The Ten Commandments Are the Law)
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LESSON 3: THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

I. Opening Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

II. The Second Commandment

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not use his name to curse, swear, lie or deceive, or use
witchcraft, but call upon God's name in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.

C.1. “The First Commandment has instructed the heart and taught the faith. This commandment
now leads us forward and directs the mouth and tongue to God. For the first things that spring
from the heart and show themselves are words.” (Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Large
Catechism, p. 364, par. 50)

S.1. “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the
tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure
brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. I tell you, on the
day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your words
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:33-37)

S.2. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved. (Romans 10:10)

C.2. “But the greatest abuse occurs in spiritual matters. These have to do with the conscience,
when false preachers rise up and offer their lying vanities as God’s Word.” (Concordia: The
Lutheran Confessions, Large Catechism, p. 364, par. 54)

C.3. “It is also useful that we form the habit of daily commending ourselves to God, with soul
and body, wife, children, servants, and all that we have, against every need that may arise. So



also the blessing and thanksgiving at meals and other prayers, morning and evening, have
remained in use. Likewise, children should continue to cross themselves when anything
monstrous or terrible is seen or heard. They can shout, “Lord God, protect us!” “Help, dear Lord
Jesus!” and such. Also, if anyone meets with unexpected good fortune, however trivial, he says,
“God be praised and thanked!” or “God has bestowed this on me!” and so on...” (Concordia:
The Lutheran Confessions, Large Catechism, p. 366, par. 73-74)

I11. Biblical Illustrations of this Commandment

S.1. Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he
led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And
the angel of the Lorp appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked,
and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside
to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lorp saw that he turned aside to
see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he
said, “Do not come near, take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lorp said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and [ have come
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of
the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the
children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But I will be with you, and
this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name? what shall I say to them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I am wro I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am has
sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The Lorp, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me
to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.

(Exodus 3:1-15)

S.2. But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10 They all paid
attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is
called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had amazed them
with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Even Simon
himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great
miracles performed, he was amazed.
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14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they
sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the
Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.
18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands,
he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my
hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you,
because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor
lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness
of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you.

23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon
answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”

25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem,
preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. (Acts 8:1-25)

IV. Discussion Questions.
Q.1. Agree or Disagree: A Christian will always feel grateful for what happens in his or her life.

Q.2. Evaluate: It’s wrong to yell God’s name when something happens to us and we’re upset.
Q.3. Agree or Disagree: Some witchcraft is worse than other witchcraft. Explain your answer.

Q.4. When was God’s name placed on you and what does this mean for your life?

V. Closing Prayer

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously
kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

VI. Memory Work

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not use his name to curse, swear, lie or deceive, or use
witchcraft, but call upon God's name in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.

“In what you speak bring Me no shame;

Do not misuse My holy name,

But call on Me in troubled days,

Give Me your thanks, prayers, and praise.”

Have mercy, Lord! (Hymn 285, verse 3, The Ten Commandments Are the Law)



LESSON 4: THE THIRD COMMANDMENT

I. Opening Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

I1. The Third Commandment

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and his Word, but regard it as
holy, and gladly hear and learn it.

S.1. “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

S.2. “For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” (Matthew 12:8)

S.3. Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to
a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but the
substance belongs to Christ. (Colossians 2:16-17)

S.4. On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked
with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight. (Acts
20:7)

S.5. I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet...
(Revelation 1:10)

C.1 “However, this keeping of the Sabbath, I point out, is not restricted to a certain time, as with
the Jewish people. It does not have to be just on this day or that day. For in itself no day is better
than another. Instead, this should be done daily. However, since the masses of people cannot

attend every day, there must be at least one day in the week set apart. From ancient times Sunday

Instruction in the Christian Faith: Lessons on the Catechism, Page 13



<the Lord’s Day> has been appointed for that purpose.” (Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions,
Large Catechism, p. 368, par. 85)

C.2. “Indeed, we Christians ought always to keep such a holy day and be occupied with nothing
but holy things. This means we should daily be engaged with God’s Word and carry it in our
hearts and upon our lips. But as said above, since we do not always have free time, we must
devote several hours a week for the sake of the young, or at least a day for the sake of the entire
multitude, to being concerned about this alone. We must especially teach the use of the Ten
Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer, and so direct our whole life and being
according to God’s Word. At whatever time, then, this is being observed and practiced, there a
true holy day is being kept.” (Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Large Catechism, p. 368,
par. 89-90)

S.6. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see
the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24,25)

I11. Biblical Illustrations

S.1. On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace
be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, I will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands, and put out your hand, and place it in
my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:19-31)

S.2. And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common.
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as
any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all



the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts
2:42-47)

IV. Discussion Questions
Q.1. Agree or Disagree: Sunday is the day of the week when we worship God.

Q.2. Evaluate: The sermon is the most important part of God’s service.
Q.3. What does it mean to gladly hear and learn God’s Word?

Q.4. Describe what makes a sermon a good Christian sermon.

V. Closing Prayer

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously
kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

VI. Memory Work

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and his Word, but regard it as
holy, and gladly hear and learn it.

1. You shall have no other gods.
2. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.
3. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

“Respect the Sabbath of the Lord!

Do not despise my holy Word,

But hold it sacred, precious, true,

And hear the truth preached to you.”

Have mercy, Lord! (Hymn 285, verse 4, The Ten Commandments Are the Law)
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LESSON 5: THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT

I. Opening Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

II. The Fourth Commandment

Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on
the earth.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents and others in
authority, but honor, serve, and obey them, and give them love and respect.

C.1. “We must, therefore, impress this truth upon the young that they should think of their
parents as standing in God’s place. They should remember that however lowly, poor, frail, and
strange their parents may be, nevertheless, they are the father and mother given to them by God.
Parents are not to be deprived of their honor because of their conduct or their failings. Therefore,
we are not to consider who they are or how they may be, but the will of God, who has created
and ordained parenthood. In other respects people are, indeed, all equal in God’s eyes. But
among humans there must necessarily be this inequality and ordered difference. Therefore, God
commands this order to be kept, that you obey me as your father, and that I have the supremacy.’
(Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Large Catechism, p. 371, par. 108)

b

C.2. “In this commandment belongs a further statement about all kinds of obedience to persons
in authority who have to command and to govern. For all authority flows from the authority of
parents.” (Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Large Catechism, p. 375, par. 141)

S.1. Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. (Romans 13:1)

S.2. He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things
that are God's.” (Luke 20:25)



S.3. Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who
labor in preaching and teaching. (1 Timothy 5:17)

I11. Biblical Illustrations

S.1. Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not know the Lorp. 13 The custom of the
priests with the people was that when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant would come,
while the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand, 14 and he would thrust it into
the pan or kettle or cauldron or pot. All that the fork brought up the priest would take for
himself. This is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15 Moreover, before
the fat was burned, the priest's servant would come and say to the man who was sacrificing,
“Give meat for the priest to roast, for he will not accept boiled meat from you but only raw.”

16 And if the man said to him, “Let them burn the fat first, and then take as much as you wish,”
he would say, “No, you must give it now, and if not, I will take it by force.” 17 Thus the sin of the
young men was very great in the sight of the Lorp, for the men treated the offering of the Lorp
with contempt.

18 Samuel was ministering before the Lorp, a boy clothed with a linen ephod. 19 And his
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went up with her
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say,
“May the Lorp give you children by this woman for the petition she asked of the Lorp.” So then
they would return to their home.

21 Indeed the Lorp visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters.
And the young man Samuel grew in the presence of the Lorp.

22 Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and
how they lay with the women who were serving at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 23 And he
said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people.
24 No, my sons; it is no good report that I hear the people of the Lorp spreading abroad. 25 If
someone sins against a man, God will mediate for him, but if someone sins against the Lorb,
who can intercede for him?” But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it was the
will of the Lorp to put them to death.

26 Now the young man Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lorp
and also with man. (1 Samuel 2:12-26)

S.2. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he
was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it,
44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search
for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were
you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?”” 50 And they did not
understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.
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52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. (Luke 2:41-

52)

IV. Discussion Questions
Q.1. How does God work for our good through our parents? The government? Pastors?

Q.2. In order to honor our parents, the government, and pastors, we have to always like them?
Q.3. Evaluate: I don’t have to agree with a political leader’s policies to show him or her respect.
Q.4. Agree or Disagree: A Christian will gladly pay whatever taxes might apply to him or her.

Q.5. Agree or Disagree: A Christian must always listen to those in authority over him or her, no
matter what those in authority command or forbid him or her to do.

V. Closing Prayer

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously
kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

VI. Memory Work

Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on
the earth.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents and others in
authority, but honor, serve, and obey them, and give them love and respect.

“Give to your parents honor due,

Be dutiful and loving, too,

And help them when their pow’rs are few;

So shall it go well with you.”

Have mercy, Lord! (Hymn 285, verse 5, The Ten Commandments Are the Law)



LESSON 6: THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT

I. Opening Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

II. The Fifth Commandment

You shall not murder.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and
befriend him in every bodily need.

C.1. “Now, this commandment is easy enough and has often been presented, because we hear it
each year in the Gospel of St. Matthew 5:20-26, where Christ Himself explains and sums it up.”
(Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Large Catechism, p. 379, par. 182)

S.1. “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not
murder,; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the
council; and whoever says, ‘You fool! will be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your
gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your
accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. Truly, I
say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.” (Matthew 5:20-26)

S.2. Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. (Proverbs 21:8)

S.3. “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated
you.”” (Jeremiah 1:5)
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S. 4. He himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. (Acts 17:25)

I11. Biblical Illustrations

S.1. Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a
man with the help of the Lorp.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of
sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the Lorp an
offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their
fat portions. And the Lorp had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he
had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The Lorp said to Cain, “Why are you
angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not
do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his
brother Abel and killed him. Then the Lorp said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said,
“I do not know; am I my brother's keeper?” And the Lorp said, “What have you done? The voice
of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground. And now you are cursed from the
ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. When you
work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a
wanderer on the earth.” (Genesis 4:1-12)

S.2. Then the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is not David hiding himself on the hill of
Hachilah, which is on the east of Jeshimon?” So Saul arose and went down to the wilderness of
Ziph with three thousand chosen men of Israel to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul
encamped on the hill of Hachilah, which is beside the road on the east of Jeshimon. But David
remained in the wilderness. When he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness, David
sent out spies and learned that Saul had come. Then David rose and came to the place where
Saul had encamped. And David saw the place where Saul lay, with Abner the son of Ner, the
commander of his army. Saul was lying within the encampment, while the army was encamped
around him.

Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Joab's brother Abishai the son of Zeruiah,
“Who will go down with me into the camp to Saul?” And Abishai said, “I will go down with
you.”” So David and Abishai went to the army by night. And there lay Saul sleeping within the
encampment, with his spear stuck in the ground at his head, and Abner and the army lay around
him. Then said Abishai to David, “God has given your enemy into your hand this day. Now
please let me pin him to the earth with one stroke of the spear, and I will not strike him twice.”
But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, for who can put out his hand against the Lorp's
anointed and be guiltless?”” And David said, “As the Lorp lives, the Lorp will strike him, or his
day will come to die, or he will go down into battle and perish. The Lorp forbid that I should put
out my hand against the Lorp's anointed. But take now the spear that is at his head and the jar of
water, and let us go.” So David took the spear and the jar of water from Saul's head, and they
went away. No man saw it or knew it, nor did any awake, for they were all asleep, because a
deep sleep from the Lorp had fallen upon them. (1 Samuel 26:1-12)

IV. Discussion Questions



Q.1. Taking a person’s life not only robs them of time in this world, but also cuts short that
person’s time to get to know the Savior. Why is it so important, then, that we do not shorten a
person’s time of grace contrary to this commandment?

Q.2. Agree or Disagree: All killing is murder.

Q.3. Why is the government (policemen, soldiers, etc.) allowed to take life, for instance, in a just
war, without breaking this commandment?

Q.4. How will a Christian deal with feelings of hatred?
Q.5. How does this commandment affect the Christian’s view of abortion or euthanasia?

Q.6. Agree or Disagree: All anger is sin.

V. Closing Prayer

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously
kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

VI. Memory Work

You shall not murder.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and
befriend him in every bodily need.

“You shall not murder, hurt, nor hate;

Your anger dare not dominate.

Be kind and patient; help, defend,

And treat your foe as your friend.”

Have mercy, Lord! (Hymn 285, verse 6, The Ten Commandments Are the Law)
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